
Cold War – Topic Mind maps



HOW TO USE:

• This resource is designed to help you learn or revise the content for the ‘Conflict and Tension between East and 
West, 1945-72’ module. 

• Use your notes, revision guide or online resources to complete each mind map. Aim to include a minimum of 4 
bullet points for each heading of the mind map. 

• Bullet points 1 + 2: What was the event/what happened during the event
• Bullet point 3: Why it happened
• Bullet point 4: How it increased tension 

• Be sure to include Statistics, People, Events and Dates in your notes.

• Once the mind maps are completed, use them to revise from by doing look, cover, test check style activities and 
completing past questions

• The page numbers refer to those in the Conflict and Tension between East and West, 1945-72 CGP revision guide, 
however the mind maps can be completed using other revision guides or your own notes.



End of WW2 

The Iron Curtain Speech

Yalta and Potsdam Atomic Bomb

Soviet Expansion in Eastern Europe 
– ‘Salami Tactics’
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Division of Europe

Berlin Blockade and Airlift

Truman Doctrine vs Cominform Marshall Plan vs Comecon
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Cold War In Asia

Vietnam War, 1954 - 75

China, the USSR and the Treaty of 
Friendship 1950 

Korean War, 1950-53
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Military Rivlaries

NATO vs Warsaw Pact

The Space Race The Arms Race
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The Thaw

Hungarian Uprising (1956)

De-Stalinisation (1953) Peaceful Coexistence (1953-55)

The U2 Crisis (1960)
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Berlin

The Creation of the Berlin Wall (1961)

Migration from Berlin ‘The Brain Drain’ Failed USA/USSR Summits 

How the Wall increased tension
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Cuba

Events of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis (October 1962)

Cuban Revolution (1959) Bay of Pigs (1961)

Consequences of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis
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Decreasing 
Tensions?

Reasons for Détente 

Czechoslovakia Uprising aka ‘The 
Prague Spring’ (1968)

Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia 
(August, 1968)

Events of détente: SALT 1 
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