
KS3 English VLE 
Homework: A Guide 



How to access the VLE Homework Booklets

The easiest way to access your VLE homework is through the Beehive link 
on each homework assignment.  



Example Task – Y7

Download the PPT with the text 
and activities on.



Achilles’ Heel - A person or institution’s ‘Achilles Heel’ is 
their weakness.

Sculpted in 1778 by the sculptor Thomas Banks, this marble statue depicts 
the moment Thetis dipped her son into the river Styx. 

In Greek mythology, when Achilles was a baby, 

it was foretold that he would die young. To 

prevent his death, his mother Thetis took 

Achilles to the River Styx, which was supposed 

to offer powers of invulnerability, and dipped 

his body into the water. However, as Thetis 

held Achilles by the heel, his heel was not 

washed over by the water of the magical river. 

Achilles grew up to be a man of war who 

survived many great battles. One day, a 

poisonous arrow shot at him was lodged in his 

heel, killing him shortly afterwards.

The death of Achilles was not mentioned in 

Homer's Iliad, but appeared in later Greek and 

Roman poetry and drama concerning events 

after the Iliad, later in the Trojan War. In the 

myths surrounding the war, Achilles was said 

to have died from a heel wound which was the 

result of an arrow—possibly poisoned—shot 

by Paris.

Achilles

In Greek mythology, Achilles was a Greek hero 

of the Trojan War and the central character and 

greatest warrior of Homer's Iliad. His mother 

was the immortal  Thetis, and his father, the 

mortal Peleus, was the king of the Myrmidons.

Achilles' most notable feat during the Trojan 

War was the slaying of the Trojan hero Hector 

outside the gates of Troy.

The Iliad

The Iliad is an ancient Greek epic poem , 

traditionally attributed to Homer. Set during the 

Trojan War, the ten-year siege of the city of Troy 

(Ilium) by a coalition of Greek states, it tells of 

the battles and events during the weeks of a 

quarrel between King Agamemnon and the 

warrior Achilles.

Achilles Tendon

A part of the human body gets its name 

from the Achilles Myth! The large and 

prominent tendon of the gastrocnemius 

and soleus muscles of the calf is called 

the tendo achilleus or Achilles tendon. 

This is commonly associated with the 

site of Achilles' death wound.

Did you know?

The use of "Achilles heel" as an expression meaning "area of weakness, 
vulnerable spot" dates only to 1840, with implied use in Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge's "Ireland, that vulnerable heel of the British Achilles!" from 1810 
(Oxford English Dictionary).



Examples of 

usage:

The following 

newspaper 

headlines from 

2018, all used 

the term 

‘Achilles Heel’. 

Can you guess 

what the stories 

were about?

•May’s Magic 

Money Forest 

for the NHS 

exposes her 

Achilles Heel

•The Russian 

Navy’s Achilles 

Heel is Aircraft 

Carriers]

Discuss: Try 

using the term 

‘Achilles Heel’ 

in a 

conversation 

with your 

partner. 

Write a short paragraph describing a food that you cannot resist. Use the phrase, ‘It’s my Achilles Heel’ at some 

point. 

Fragments - Identify the fragment sentences by writing an ‘F’ after them:

1. Achilles was a noble warrior

2. Because he had been held on the heel

3. Despite the fact he was meant to be invincible

In the space below, rewrite the fragment sentences into full sentences:

Because, But, So

Complete the following sentences:

Achilles died during the Trojan war because…

Achilles died during the Trojan war so…

 Achilles died during the Trojan war, but... 



Type your answers 
straight in to this 
box



Example 
Task – Y8/9



Attempt the multiple-choice quiz here.



Pick your answer(s)



Answer the short-response question into 
the box giving as much detail as you can.
(At least 2 paragraphs).
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